
 

Snippets, news items or other information can be sent to info@wioa.org.au 

AROUND THE TRAPS 
 

Congratulations to Russell Mack for being awarded Life Membership of WIOA at the Bendigo conference 

Awards Dinner.  Russell becomes only the sixth person to receive this honour in our 41 year history and he 

is a very deserving recipient.  A full report detailing Russell’s contribution to WIOA and some photos of his 

25+ year water industry career, will be included in the November edition of Operator. 

 

The Committee has decided to keep WIOA’s 2015 Membership fee at $25 for Individual Members and 

$220 for Corporate Members.  Invoices will be sent to all Members soon with payment due 1 January 2015. 

 

The second book in WIOA’s wastewater series, the Practical Guide to the Operation and Optimisation of 

Activated Sludge Plants was launched at the Bendigo conference.  The 188 page book is bursting with all 

the information an activated sludge treatment plant operator would need and is available at $44 (including 

GST) plus postage.  An order form can be downloaded from the website at www.wioa.org.au/publications/ 

 

The great work being undertaken by WaterAid in helping to transform lives in some of the world’s poorest 

communities was described in a very heartfelt manner by Peter Quinn, MD of Goulburn Valley Water (also 

a WaterAid Director) in the Opening Address at the recent WIOA Victorian conference.  We’d like to 

encourage all members to support WaterAid either through a donation or by participating in an organised 

fun run in your area.  Fun runs have been arranged in all States between August and November this year.  

To find out more about the fun runs visit www.everydayhero.com.au/charity/view?charity=311 

 

Our name has hit the news in the US, but for a different reason!  President Barack Obama signed the 

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) into law on July 22, 2014. WIOA is designed to help 

job seekers access employment, education, training, and support services to succeed in the labour market 

and to match employers with the skilled workers they need to compete in the global economy. It is the first 

legislative reform in 15 years of the public workforce system. 
 

WIOA AWARDS 2014 
 

Congratulations to Michael Fawcett from South Gippsland Water in Victoria for being awarded the 2014 

Kwatye Prize at the WIOA conference in Bendigo.  Michael’s project involves the development of a “water 

treatment operator helper”.  Specifically, an industry relevant app for portable devices such as smart 

phones, iphones/ipads and windows based phones. The app will contain a number of useful 

tools/calculators for water treatment plant operators like dose rate and plant flow; drop tests; filter flow 

calculations; and a variety of other useful parameters.  It is intended the app will be FREE to download. 
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Well done to the team at South Gippsland Water for being judged the winners of the Orica Victorian 

Water Taste Test at WIOA’s Bendigo Conference.  They knocked off North East Water and Gippsland Water 

in the grand final and can now brag that they have the best tasting water in the Victoria, at least until next 

year.  Thanks also to the 8 other Water Corporations who participated and everyone who helped judge. 

 
Also at the Bendigo Conference, Colin Mynott from South East Water was announced as the winner of the 

AWA Wal Whiteside Victorian Operator of the Year award.  The Institute of Water Administration (IWA 

Victoria) announced Jacob Bright from South Gippsland Water as the IWA Young Victorian Operator of 

the Year.  Our congratulations are extended to both these very worthy winners. 

 
A reminder to members that applications are being accepted for the Problem Accepted, Solution Supplied 

(PASS) Award with the annual winner receiving an all expenses paid spot on the WIOA tour to New 

Zealand in May to the value of over $2,000 courtesy of sponsor Aqualift Project delivery.  Applications 

close at the end of February 2015.  Entry forms are on the website at www.wioa.org.au/awards/pass.htm 
 

EVENTS 
 

WIOA is pleased to confirm that the 2015 conference venues have now been finalised.  The NSW 

conference will be held in Orange from 2426 March 2015; the Queensland conference in Toowoomba 

from 24 June 2015; and the Victorian conference in Bendigo from 13 September 2015.   

 
The Call for Papers for the 2015 NSW WIOA Conference is now open and closes on Wednesday 20th 

October.  Share your experiences with other operational staff at conference in Orange next year with 

abstract details available at www.wioa.org.au/2015conferences/callforpapers.htm 

 
The 77

th
 Annual Victorian Water Industry Operations Conference & Exhibition held recently in Bendigo 

was well supported with nearly 1400 people attending.  Congratulations to all the award winners and a big 

thank you to all our helpers, exhibitors, delegates and visitors for making the event such a resounding 

success.  A full report on the conference and all the award winners will appear in the November edition of 

‘Operator’.  A link to the photos from the event is available from the WIOA website at 

www.wioa.org.au/2014conferences/vic.htm. 

 

The Victorian, NSW, Tasmanian and Queensland Advisory Committees all have Water or Wastewater 

Interest Days coming up in their respective States in the next couple of months.  We encourage all WIOA 

members to support your State based committees and get along to these events.  The dates are included in 

the calendar below and more information will be available from the WIOA website in due course.  

 
The 16

th
 WIOA Water Infrastructure Group/Endress + Hauser Victorian Charity Golf Day is being held at 

the Euroa Golf Club, just off the Hume Freeway, on Sunday 19th October.  We are looking for a strong 

turnout of operational people to help make the day a success.  The charity golf day is always a great way to 

network with others in the water industry, stretch the legs and have some fun at the same time.  It is only 

$35 for members to participate which includes green fees, lunch and few drinks.  Corporate members 

wishing to sponsor the day, please contact the office. Get a car load together and register at 

www.wioa.org.au/GolfDay.htm  

 

 

 



A big thank you is extended to Trevor and team from Challenger Valves who donated iPads which have 

been raffled at each of our three 2014 conferences.  Challenger has confirmed their support again in 2015.  

The raffles raised nearly $3,000 with all proceeds added to our charity pool for distribution to worthy 

charities.  Since 1999, WIOA has donated almost $64,000 to worthwhile charities right across Australia. 

 
In mentioning charities, attendees at the Bendigo conference got to witness most of the WIOA Committee 

and Board members participating in the ALS ICE Bucket Challenge with the $750 raised to be donated to 

the Motor Neurone Disease Research Institute of Australia.  A number of other people have now been 

nominated to participate including WIOG NZ Chairman, Mike Monaghan, WIOA Committee Members 

Marcus Boyd in Queensland and Lindsay Walsh in NSW along with Tony Wright, CEO of VicWater.  Watch 

the three videos from Victoria on the WIOA YouTube channel www.youtube.com/user/WIOAAustralia and 

stay tuned for future soakings as the other challenges are completed.  

 

TRAINING COURSES  In order to inform Members, WIOA lists any water industry training providers on the WIOA 

website. For more information visit the website: www.wioa.org.au/operator_resources/TrainingCourses.htm  

 

The International Centre of Excellence in Water Resources Management (ICE WaRM) is offering a range 

of training courses in the OctoberDecember period and they have also released their 2015 Short Course 

Training Calendar.  For more information or to register visit www.icewarm.com.au/shortcourses/ or 

contact Trevor Pillar on 08 8236 5200. 

 

The National Centre for Groundwater Research and Training (NCGRT) has a number of training related 

courses coming up including Reinjection of Coal Seam Gas Associated Water in Brisbane 2324 October and 

the Australian Groudwater School in December in Perth.  More on these and other NCGRT courses is 

available from www.groundwater.com.au/training 

 

POSITIONS VACANT  For information on these positions visit www.wioa.org.au/positions/index.htm 
 

The positions vacant section of our website currently has positions for Treatment Plant Operators, Project 

Officers and a Telemetry Communications Technician and many more.  To utilise this FREE job 

advertisement service, please email your advert to sherryn@wioa.org.au 
 

PEOPLE & CORPORATE MEMBER NEWS 
 

An Australian project, the National Demonstration, Education and Engagement Program has been 

awarded the 2014 WateReuse International Award at the WateReuse Association’s 2014 Symposium in 

Dallas, Texas.  The project was sponsored by the Australian Water Recycling Centre of Excellence together 

with other project partners, from Australia and internationally.  Dr Mark O’Donohue, CEO of the Australian 

Water Recycling Centre of Excellence, said that NDEEP was an important project for the Centre because it 

is about longterm security and sustainability of urban water supplies.  More information is available from 

www.australianwaterrecycling.com.au/index.htm 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMING EVENTS 

� 23 September  NSW Water Interest Day, Port Macquarie 

� 19 October – Victorian Charity Golf Day, Euroa Golf Club 

� 20 October   NSW Call for Papers Closes 

� 22 October – Tasmanian Wastewater Interest Day, Oatlands 

� 29 October – Victorian Water Interest Day, Wurdee Buloc WTP, Geelong 

� 13 November – NSW Wastewater Interest Day, Young 

� 17 & 18 November – GSA Conference, Adelaide  

� 19 November – Qld Water Interest Day, Tugun desalination plant, Gold Coast 
 

2015 EVENTS 

� 28 February – PASS Award applications close 

� 28 February & 1 March – WIOA Weekend Seminar & AGM, venue to be confirmed  

� 25 & 26 March – 9th
 Annual WIOA NSW Water Industry Operations Conference & Exhibition, Orange 

� 3 & 4 June – 40
th

 Annual WIOA QLD Water Industry Operations Conference & Exhibition, Toowoomba 

� 20 July  Kwatye Applications close 

� 2 & 3 September – 78
th

 Annual WIOA Vic Water Industry Operations Conference & Exhibition, Bendigo 
 

 

   
Become a friend of WIOA on FACEBOOK  and follow us on TWITTER  

 

 
 

KEEP YOUR CONTACT DETAILS UP TO DATE. If your phone number, mailing address or email address has 

changed please email Ann your new details (ann@wioa.org.au) or call the office on 03 5821 6744. 


